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The Three Fathers in Jesus’ Genealogy 

Matt. 1:1-17; Lk. 3:23-38

21st June, 2009 
 Fathers’ Day Message
A. Adam, the Father who was the son of God – Adam, which was the son of God. 
Lk. 3:38


1. Two Genealogies Contrasted:

Gen. 5:1-32; Mt.1:1-16
a. The Generations of the first Adam:
Gen. 5:1-32

i. A Genealogy of Death – and he died (8 occ.)
5:5, 8, 11, 14, 17, 20, 27, 31

ii. A Generation of Adam Anticipated – (Cf. the last Adam)
5:2 See #b below.

Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and called their name Adam.
Cf. #b below

[Note: Their name Adam – singular in number.]
b. The Generations of the last Adam.
I Cor. 15:45

i. A Genealogy of Life Constructed –  begat (39 occ, KJV); father of (39 occ. NIV)
Mt. 1:1-16



 – the son of (77 occ., KJV); (76 occ., NIV)
Lk. 3:2, 23-38


No mention of “died” or “death” in the two genealogies in Matthew and Luke.

ii. A Generation in Christ Constituted: 

I Cor. 12:12

For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, 


being many, are one body: so also is Christ.



ye are all one in Christ Jesus.
Gal. 3:28


· There is neither Jew nor Greek – cf. the Jewish men and the Gentile women

· There is neither bond nor free – cf. Rahab bonded to prostitution and Ruth free to follow her choice.
· There is neither male nor female – cf. the men and the four women
2. Two Genealogies Compared:

Gen. 5:1-32; Lk. 3:23-38
a. The Genealogy of the first man, Adam, which was the son of God
Lk. 3:38b


The first man Adam was made a living soul;
I Cor. 15:45a

This is the book of the generations of Adam.
Gen. 5:1

i. Adam was created in God’s image to be the Head of the Human Race.
Gen. 1:27


God created man in His own image, in the image of God…male and female created He them.

ii. Eve was created from Adam for him to love his wife Heartily and be Head of the Home. Gen. 2:22-24

The rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made He a woman,

Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, 

because she was taken out of Man.  Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother,

and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.

· As husband, he is to love her even as Christ also loved the Church and gave Himself for it. Eph. 5:25.
· As husband, he is to cherish and nourish her even as the Lord the church.

Eph. 5:29
· As wife, she is to submit unto him as unto the Lord.

Eph. 5:22-24
· And both are to submit to the Lord Who is the Head of the body, the church.
Col. 1:18
b. The “Generations” of the last Adam – the Son of God, a life-giving spirit.
I Cor. 15:45b

Note: He has no earthly parents or descendants: 
Heb. 7:3

Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, 

nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually.
i. As the Husband He is Espoused to the Church.
II Cor. 11:2


for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.

ii. As the Bridegroom, He loves the Church.

Eph. 5:22-33 (see #1.a.ii)

iii. As the Lamb, He will be married to the Church.
Rev. 19:7


for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and His wife hath made herself ready.


iv. His “Generations” of children will be all who receive Him:
Jn. 1:12, 13; I Jn. 3:1, NIV
Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right

to become children of God – children born not of natural descent, nor of human 

decision or a husband's will, but born of God.

How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God.

B. Enoch, the Father of Saints, the Sons of God.
Cf. Jn. 1:12


Only two antediluvians and two postdiluvians walked with God in Genesis.



Enoch and Noah walked with God; 
Gen. 5:22, 24; 6:9


Abraham and Isaac walked before God.
Gen. 48:15 (cf. 24:40)

1. The Person of Enoch – He was the son of Jared and the father of Methuselah.
Gen. 5:20, 21; Lk. 3:37
a. He Walked with God in Faith. He could have been…

Gen. 5:24
i. Instructed in the Worthiness of God and stood out in a Wicked World.
cf. 6:5, Rom. 1:21-23.

ii. Initiated into the Worship of God after the birth of Enosh.
cf. Gen. 4:26

iii. Involved in the Work of God for he Walked with Him in His Ways.
cf. Deut. 30:15, 16

I command thee this day to love the LORD thy God, to walk in His ways.
b. He Walked with God in Fellowship – Thy will be done.
Cf. Mt. 26:42; Amos 3:3

c. He Walked with God in being always beFore Him – walk before Me
Cf. Gen. 17:1; 
d. He Won God’s Favour – He pleased God

Heb. 11:5 

e. He had a Good testimony in his Family.
He had this testimony
Heb. 11:5
i. He was a Patriarch – the Principal head, the Priest and the Prophet of a big family.

ii. He was a Parent – a married man with a big family of sons and daughters.

iii. He was Pious – cleansed from all filthiness of the flesh and of the spirit – body and soul purified.

2. The Proclamation of Enoch.



a. Enoch, the Prophet.
Compare and contrast …



	i. The Two in the 7th Generation from Adam. 

	Godly Enoch
	Jude 14
	Ungodly Lamech
	Genesis

	He was from the line of Seth (5:3); Enosh (6); Kenan (9); Mahalalel (12); Jared (15); Enoch (18)
	Genesis
	He was from the line of Cain (4:17); Enoch (17); Irad, Mehujael; Methushael, Lamech (18)
	

	He walked with God.  (See #A above)
	5:22, 24
	He had two wives and he had killed two people.
	4:19

4:23b

	He never died.  (See #C below)
	5:24
	He was Violent and Vengeful.
	4:23c, 24

	ii. The Two Enoch’s.  

	Enoch, the son of Jared
	5:18-24
	Enoch, the son of Cain.
	4:16-18

	Enoch was from the godly line of Seth. He was the ancestor of Jesus.
	5:24

Lk. 3:37
	He was from the ungodly line of Cain who killed Abel.
	4:17

4:8

	He named his son, Methuselah = when he is dead it shall be sent 

Enoch lived up to 365 years.

Methuselah lived up to 969 years.

Then the flood came.  
	5:21, 27

5:23

5:27


	His father Cain built a city and called it after his son, Enoch.
	4:17

	iii. The Two Lamechs.

	i) He was the son of Methuselah.
	5:25
	He was the 7th from the line of Cain.
	4:17, 18

	ii) He named his son, Noah with the hope that he would comfort the cursed earth. Lamech had no idea how God would turn these words around
	5:26, 28, 29
	For the rest of his character see table above.

#2a(i) – Ungodly Lamech.
	4:19-24

	iii) He lived to the age of 777.
	5:31
	
	


b. Enoch, the Prophet of Judgment.



i. He “Predicted” the coming of the Flood.
· Enoch named his son, Methuselah = when he dies the waters will come.
· Lamech was born when Methuselah was 
187 years old;
Gen. 5:25
· Noah was born when Lamech was 
182 years old.
Gen. 5:28, 29
· When the Flood came, Noah was 
600 years old.
Gen. 7:11
· The Flood began when Methuselah died at 969 years old.
Cf. 5:27
ii. He Prophesied about Christ’s 2nd Coming during His Revelation.

Jude 14, 15
iii. He Prophesied during the Great Tribulation?
Rev. 11:3, 6

3. The Picture of Enoch – His Translation – And he was not for God took him.
Gen. 5:24

a. The Peculiarity in Genesis Chapter 5 – Enoch did not die!

5:5, etc. ct. 2:17, 3:4; 9:27

b. The Picture of the Church in Enoch.

i. Her Translation – cf. Enoch did not see death, God took him away.
5:24; Heb. 11:5; I Thes. 4:17

ii. Her exemption from the Great Tribulation – cf. Enoch before the Flood.
Cf. Rev. 3:10

C. Joseph the Supposed father of Jesus, the Son of God.
Lk. 3:23

Jesus Himself began to be about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph.

1. The Change in Expression:
a. From the Constant “begat”  (39 occ.) to “the husband of Mary of whom was born”
Mt. 1:2-16 cf. 17
b. The Consideration of the Gender and Number – “whom” is feminine and singular.
Mt. 1:17
c. The Clarification: Jesus Himself…being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph.
Lk. 3:23
d. The Confirmation of the Virgin Birth of Jesus.
Mt. 1:23; Isa. 7:14
Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call 

his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us

2. The Charge in the Espousal:
a. The Espousal between Joseph and Mary:

Mt. 1:18

Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.


[Note: Consider the importance of the espousal…

II Cor. 11:2]

b. The Expectation. Joseph being a Just and Righteous man…

Mt. 1:19, NRSV
i. Would naturally Put aside a Pre-marital Pregnant woman.
ii. But he would not disgrace her in Public; he would dismiss her Privately.
c. The Explanation concerning the Christ by the angel:
Mt. 1:20-21
Fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: A Blessed Father’s Day to all

i. For that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall…

bring Forth a son, and thou shalt call His name JESUS: For He shall save his people from their sins.

d. The Execution of the Charge – he obeyed…

i. He had Faith in God and in His Word. Now all this was…spoken of the Lord.

1:22

ii. He was ready to Follow what he was told to do. 


3. The Character and Example of Joseph:

a. As a Man: he was Righteous – He was Ready to obey God and His Word.
Mt. 1:19

b. As a Husband, he Reached out to Mary and supported her all the way.

i. He kept his Promise to her to be Pure until the Son was born.
Mt. 1:25

[He] knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS.

ii. He accompanied her on the day of her Purification to Present their Son to the Lord.
Lk. 2:22

When the days of her purification…were accomplished, they brought Him to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord.

iii. He Protected her and their Son and fled to Egypt when Herod Pursued them.
Mt. 1:13, 14

c. As a Parent:

i. He Presented his Son to the Lord – they brought Him to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord.
Lk. 2:22
ii. He brought Him up in his Profession as a carpenter – Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary?
Mk. 6:3
iii. He, mother and Son kept the Passover faithfully and were in the temple.
Lk. 2:41, 42, 46-51

Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the passover.


And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast.

iv. His Position as head of the family was respected when required: 
Lk. 2:51


He went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them:

Con. Joseph disappeared from the scene after having performed his duties and responsibilities.

A Blessed Father’s Day to all

Fathers…

Be like Adam – Fulfil the original purpose of your creation.
II Cor. 5:17, NIV



Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!

Be like Enoch – Walk with God – 
Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.
Gal. 5:16

[See Appendix below] 
If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.
Gal. 5:25

Be like Joseph – Do what the Lord tells you to do – Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it.

Jn. 2:5

